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Integration and Absorption: On the Evolution of the Image of
Chinese Tree from The Sutra of the Be Rebourn

ZHANG Xian-ming
( The Research Institute of Philosophy Guizhou Normal College Guiyang Guizhou 550018)

Abstract: Cultural transmission is not one — way street and Buddhism is no exception which was profoundly in—
fluenced by Chinese culture when it was introduced into China. The image of valuable tree gods was found in the Tao—
ist Sutra The lingbaotianzun said the Sutra of the Be Reborn in the Salary Storehouse in Sui and Tang Dynasty while
similar description such as tree gods controls mans destiny was also recorded in the Chinese Buddhist Apocrypha and
the Be Reborn of Cause and Effect Sutra discovered in Ming and Qing Dynasties. The analysis of the tree image in
Chinese Buddhist Apocrypha and Taoist sutra together with a brief review of the evolution of tree image in Chinese
history provide us with a good knowledge of how Buddhism influenced Chinese culture and how it absorbed Chinese
traditional cultural elements.
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