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Discussion on the Financial Crisis of Late Qing Dynasty and the

Argument between Coastal Defense and Frontier Defense
ZHONG Ting-ting
(College of Tourism and Historical Culture. Southwest University for Nationalities, Chengdu, Sichuan, 610041)

Abstract ; Stepping into the late Qing Dynasty, the Qing government's fiscal balance had undergone tremen-
dous changes and even couldn’t make ends meet, facing an unprecedented financial crisis. Meanwhile, both
coastal defense and frontier defense crisis broke out, causing the great argument of frontier defense and coastal
defense. It was not only a debate about how to efficiently allocate limited strategic resources but also how to al-
ter the security strategy as a result of the state’s direly financial strait. The Qing government made a policy de-
cision of paying equal attention to both frontier defense and coastal defense after weighing the pros and cons.
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